
 

 

 

 

November 2022 Edition 

 

Editor: Ella Swaney 

President’s Report  

The season begins! 

Firstly, a huge welcome to all the 

new nipper families and all new Club 

members. The first day of the Junior 

Surf Lifesaving Program (JSLP) can 

be daunting, but there are plenty of 

Club members to make you feel 

welcome and ensure that you and 

your nippers quickly learn the ropes. 

Point Leo holds strong the value of 

community, striving for genuine and 

enduring connection between our 

members and our local community 

as well as our key stakeholders. 

Lifesaving Operations: 

Thanks to Andrew Gibson and Jane 

Starr for delivering another Adult 

Bronze course. It was great to see so 

many nipper parents and others do 

their Bronze so that they can assist 

with water safety and delivering the 

Junior program. 

Many thanks for the ongoing 

dedication of our Chief Instructor 

Britt Morgenthaler who once again 

is busily organising skills 

maintenance and the upcoming SRC 

and our Bronze Medallion course 

scheduled in the upcoming weeks. 

Thanks also to all the trainers and 

water safety who assist. 

Patrols have now commenced. 

Many thanks to Romy Lipszyc, our 

esteemed Club Captain, Bridget 

Barnes, our trusted Vice Captain, 

and Ella Laussen, our wonderful Vice 

President of Lifesaving Operations, 

for their work on the setting up 

Patrol teams and organising rosters. 

It can be a logistical nightmare! 

Many thanks also to our Patrol 

Captains, Vice-Captains and their 

teams for their efforts towards 

keeping our beach safe and 

presenting such a welcoming and 

settled environment. Keeping each 

other and the public safe at Point 

Leo beach is our main purpose, and 

we continue to fulfill our duties 

here. 

Patrol kicked off on 12th November 

with Patrol Captain Georgia Cassell-

Ashton’s team on the Saturday, and 

the WoodChucks Patrol on the 

Sunday. By all reports the standard 

of the lunch on the WoodChucks 

patrol remains very high, and patrol 

members were served up slow-

cooked pulled pork and coleslaw 

rolls. Good job, Nick Woods on 

keeping your patrol members well 

fed and content. 

A massive thanks must go to 

Andrew Gibson, Andrew Welsh, 

Chris Oldham, Ella Swaney and 

Morgan Jones for their preparation 

for the gear inspection. The gear 

inspection was done on 20th 

November, and a great result was 

achieved. 

I am looking forward to popping 

down to the beach over the season 

to say “hello” to familiar patrolling 

members, and to introduce myself 

to ones that I don’t yet know. 

Club Facility Upgrade: 

Point Leo SLSC held the opening of 

our latest building upgrade works on 

Saturday 15th October. You can read 

more about the building upgrade 

opening and subsequent visits from 

our local members in Luke’s article 

below, however I would particularly 

like to thank a few people. Thanks 

to Luke Treadwell for leading the 

Building Subcommittee and to all of 

the subcommittee members who 

have put in an incredible amount of 

work into this project. Luke and his 
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team have done a fabulous job and 

the rooms look great. A special 

thanks must also go to Anton 

Middendorp who generously 

donated all the audio-visual 

equipment. 

We received some great media 

coverage regarding this opening, 

including a fabulous article that 

appeared in MPNews, as well as a 

radio piece on 3MP. 

The focus is now on the next stage 

of works, which includes creating a 

wheelchair accessible ramp from 

the carpark to our changing 

facilities, separation of vehicles and 

pedestrians for improved safety, 

increased lifesaving equipment 

storage, improved bushfire 

resilience, and some much-needed 

drainage upgrades. We are seeking 

a group of motivated people to help 

assist with fundraising for the next 

stages. Please contact me 

(president@pointleoslsc.com.au) or 

Simon Merrigan 

(sponsorship@pointleoslsc.com.au) 

if you are able to get involved here. 

We need you! 

Sunshine Coast Camp 

Included in this edition of the Mine 

is an article from Amber Skehan 

about the Surf Sports camp held at 

the Sunshine Coast over the 

September Holidays. The camp was 

a great opportunity for skill 

development and team building. 

Thanks to Amber for organising the 

camp, to Luke Skehan for towing the 

trailer and to all those involved for 

making it such a success. 

The Peninsula Training Hub 

Mentone, Mordialloc & Lorne joined 

Point Leo SLSC for a combined 

training session on the 29th 

November at Gunnamatta. The 

conditions were perfect, with 3-4 

foot glassy conditions. Surfers were 

considerate and left half the bank to 

the training group and everyone had 

a great hit out. Such events are 

positive examples of the Surf Sports 

section acting on the Point Leo 

strategic objective to grow 

participation through collaboration 

with external stakeholders, 

including other Surf Clubs. The next 

session is 10th December, so be sure 

to check in on the latest news on 

TeamApp. 

Surf sports competition and 

training 

Club members ranging from Under 

8’s through to youth, seniors and 

masters have been regularly training 

at Leo and other locations on the 

Peninsula over the past 2 months.  A 

key highlight is the new Junior 

Development squad, coached by 

Chris Watt, which has grown from 

strength to strength, building the 

confidence of less experienced 

nippers in the ocean. Contrastingly, 

a strong number of masters and 

youth (U14/15) have been attending 

the senior training sessions, and 

have had a red-hot crack at training 

with the best competitors in the 

Club. It’s great to see everyone 

working together to cater for 

members of all capabilities to 

support their development. Of 

course, thank you to all the coaches, 

water safety and parents for making 

this happen. 

As part of this training, Caleb Gray, 

our very capable Athlete’s 

Representative, ran an informal 

goal-setting session, followed by a 

BBQ at the Club on 29th November. 

This session was well attended by a 

range of competitors and parents, 

and it was pleasing to see everyone 

explore goal setting and share 

insights. 

I am looking forward to the carnival 

season firing up this year, 

commencing with Lorne on 3rd and 

4th December. There are also some 

amazing social events organised by 

the Surf Sports section open to all 

club members. Please put 13th 

January in the diary for the famous 

Muso Night, which, this year, will 

include a talent show for any 

member willing to step up and have 

a go. It will be a great night! 

My Journey 

Many of you may not know my 

background and how I became 

involved in Point Leo SLSC. My 

blended family of 5 children started 

nippers in 2006/2007 Season. 

Actually, my youngest Bailey started 

a little later, as he was in the first 

group of Under 7’s, started by Paul 

Doherty, to keep the younger 

siblings at bay! I had absolutely no 

background in lifesaving and was a 

very wide-eyed nipper parent. The 

first season, Brendan and I 

volunteered to assist with sprints. 

The Junior State Championships 

were held at Point Leo that year, so 

we fell into competition and then 

became hooked as a family. The 

next season I was asked to caretake 

the nipper program (often referred 

to as the holiday program at the 

time, and not yet the JSLP) for 2 

weeks. Six seasons later (not 2 

weeks), and with many more 

nippers in the program, I was still 

Junior Coordinator!  Since then, I 

have been on and off the committee 

in various roles. Season 2020/2021, I 

took on my current role of 

President. This role has certainly had 

its challenges; challenges that have 

been heightened with the arrival of 

Covid and all the lockdowns, 

restrictions and all the angst it 

brought with it. I understand that 

without a strong lifesaving 

background, there was and is much 

for me to learn, grow and develop in 

mailto:president@pointleoslsc.com.au
mailto:sponsorship@pointleoslsc.com.au
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my role. SLSA and LSV have been 

formidable in providing 

opportunities for me to achieve this 

necessary growth. 

After a delay of 2 years due to 

Covid, I attended the SLSA 

Leadership Masterclass in Adelaide. 

There were 28 participants from 

around Australia and 1 from New 

Zealand. It was an intense course, 

but a wonderful opportunity to 

network with other clubs. There 

were a few presentations from SLSA 

with a key focus on their strategic 

direction, two of which I’ve provided 

links for below: 

President SLSA: John Baker (JB) 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/revi

ew?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:a1b11ea8-

af8a-31bc-8fd2-698ac8382290 

CEO SLSA: Adam Weir 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/revi

ew?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:98be5e8d-

5dad-3f00-a711-b6076c63f5f9 

The take-home message of these 

presentations was that Surf 

Lifesaving is unique; our 

movement’s origins and reason for 

being are as a lifesaving service, 

however these factors are integral: 

• Lifesaving is the largest 
youth movement in the 
country, 

• It is a large national training 
academy, and  

• It is an iconic sport. 
Finally, SLSA sees lifesaving and 

sport as fundamentally connected. 

Sport is seen as being a major part 

of appeal and driver of membership. 

On the weekend of the 15th October, 

I headed to the Melbourne Business 

School to attend the President 

Program. It turned out to be a 

fabulous and informative program. I 

was particularly interested in the 

sessions on “creating positive club 

culture”, delivered by Peter Agnew, 

and “succession planning and 

developing young people”, delivered 

by Matt Mahon and Sas McNamara 

from Portsea. 

Sponsorships 

We acknowledge with gratitude all 

our sponsors including Balnarring 

and District Community Bank Branch 

of Bendigo Bank Branch, BlueScope 

Westernport, Vantage Fuels and 

Bowser Bean Café, CF Fulton, Millar- 

Merrigan, Paton Real Estate, 

Mornington Prime Cuts and 

O’Connor Beef for support of our 

club through the active season. We 

will forge ahead with mutual 

recognition for the upcoming 

season. We encourage our members 

to support these businesses where 

possible. 

Please know that I am always open 

to comments, suggestions and 

concerns from club members, so 

feel free to email me at 

president@pointleoslsc.com.au and 

please introduce yourself to me at 

the Club. 

I am so looking forward to this 

season, one that is certain to be 

more relaxed, open, and social.   

Stay well and stay safe. See you at 

the Club. 

Julia O’Shaughnessy 

The mystery and 
intrigue of the 
Point Leo beach 
pylons 

 The pylons (*Turpentine wood) on 
Point Leo beach have been a 
constant source of interest and 
intrigue. For years they have 
disappeared as quickly as they have 
appeared, highlighting the amount 
of sand movement on the Point Leo 
surf beach. Some years back the 

ranger of the day from Parks 
Victoria cut them to below beach 
level for safety reasons, however a 
few have reappeared, and can still 
be seen at times. The cut pylons 
now form a vertical roadside barrier 
as you enter Western Parade 
(Pictured 1). 

There was a ferry or boat link to the 
train at Stony Point that went, 
among other places, to Flinders, but 
there is no local history that seems 
to say it stopped here at Point Leo. 
The Shoreham pier has been said to 
have been used for the timber cut in 
the Red Hill and Main Ridge area, 
where there was a tramway line 
constructed to the jetty. 
The Point Leo jetty was built 1869, 
and was extended in 1872. There is 
no definite answer to why the Point 
Leo jetty was built, however there 
are several theories: 

1. It was built by the Army in 
WW2, which is unlikely 
given the time that the jetty 
was built 

2. It was built to service Cobb 
& Co passengers 

3. It was built to send local 
produce, including fish, to 
market via Cowes, Hastings 
or Stony Point 

4. It was built for wood 
removal to feed lime kilns 

Western Port was first chartered in 
1839 by Captain J. Lort Stokes of 
HMS Beagle. A survey of the 
coastline was completed by 
surveyor Smythe in 1841. On his 
survey he made brief notes about 

Pictured 1 - The Point Leo jetty pylons as 
they appear today 

https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:a1b11ea8-af8a-31bc-8fd2-698ac8382290
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:a1b11ea8-af8a-31bc-8fd2-698ac8382290
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:a1b11ea8-af8a-31bc-8fd2-698ac8382290
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:98be5e8d-5dad-3f00-a711-b6076c63f5f9
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:98be5e8d-5dad-3f00-a711-b6076c63f5f9
https://acrobat.adobe.com/link/review?uri=urn:aaid:scds:US:98be5e8d-5dad-3f00-a711-b6076c63f5f9
mailto:president@pointleoslsc.com.au
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the country along the coastline and 
inserted the names of features such 
as Bobbanaring, now Point Leo, 
West Head, now Flinders, and Sandy 
Point.

 

Pictured 2 - Older photos of the pylons 
provided by John Horwood 

 
The area was known as Bobbanaring 
to the local Bunurong people prior 
to European settlement. The area 
was first surveyed in 1841, and a 
town was proposed here in 1869**, 
but the area did not develop until 
after World War II, when the Woods 
family built a house and store (many 
older club members still remember 
Lotty Woods). On 13th June 1887, 
the Lands Department reserved land 
for a public park, and, on 25th March 
1955, the reserved area was named 
Point Leo Park. Facilities were 
developed in the 1960s, including 
camping grounds, toilet blocks with 
hot showers on the foreshore, and a 
kiosk on the surf beach. A Post 
Office opened on 8th December 
1969, but closed in 1974. By the 
1980s the area was still dominated 
by holiday homes and weekend 
travellers, with few permanent 
residents. 

Knowing that the jetty built at 
Point Leo was a mistake - the 
mystery remains as to what 
purpose the jetty served.  

Alf Treadwell and Iris Cassell 

Acknowledgements   
Rene White, Jaquie Horwood, Ray 
Goold, Liz Dart 

Hastings District Heritage Study - 
Stage Two 

Environmental History 

Graeme Butler & Associates, 
Volume 2: 2001: 38 

Footnotes 

*The jetty pylons are made out of 
turpentine wood. With a hardness 
said to be 100 times greater than 
red oak, the tree's wood 
unmercifully dulls saw blades and 
other cutting edges that encounter 
it. Luckily for those with the job of 
sawing this timber, the wood of 
turpentine (Syncarpia glomlifera) 
lasts nearly indefinitely. It defies 
attack by beetles, termites, and the 
fungi that causes decay. 

Turpentine timber is used for 
marine piling, with the bark being 
left on to offer extra protection, as 
well as wharf and bridge decking 
and flooring. 

** In the 1860s, however, a number 
of Government jetties were built by 
contractors at various points along 
the coast. A survey plan of 1869 by 
Surveyor Callanan shows the 
surveyed township of Balnarring, 
including a site for a jetty and 
foreshore reserve for public 
purposes. The township plan 
included 17 village allotments and 9 
suburban allotments. It is probable 
that this jetty was actually planned 
and built for what is now called 
Point Leo. Later Parish Plans showed 
a planned township called Tulum 
where Balnarring Beach is now 
located. 
In December 1869 contractors, 
Turnbull and Carter won the 
contract to construct a jetty at 
Balnarring. In April 1872 it was 
announced that J.C. Eddington and 
Co. were to extend a jetty at 
Balnarring at the cost of 394 pounds 
– 1 shilling and 2 pence. In 1873, 
Senior Constable Boyle was put in 
charge of the wharf. 

 

An update from 
our boaties 

As another competition season 
draws closer, just an update from 
the Surfboat section at the Club. 
This year, we anticipate having five 
crews, and welcome back into the 
Club David Higginbotham & Andrew 
Cromb from a year, or three, long 
hiatus. Great to have you involved 

for this season.

 
Pictured 3 - The men's under 23s crew at 
training 

With two under 23 crews (Ladies / 
Mens), Reserve grade, and the two 
Masters Crews (Plato’s & Pandoras), 
the section has shown some real 
growth over the past season. A big 
thank-you must go to the Bendigo 
Bank, GANT,  Shoreham Surf and the 
Bobba’s for their ongoing support. 
Next weekend, our under 23 crews 
are attending the Junior Rowing 
camp at Point Roadknight, which is a 
great opportunity by the Australian 
Surf Rowers League to enhance 
some skills and get to know the 
other Junior crews in the state. 
As outlined above GANT have come 
onboard with the boat section as 
our clothing sponsor for the 
2022/23 Season, so you will see 
some pretty sharp looking Boaties 
on the beach this summer. 
Additionally, the boat section now 
has a ‘steering’ committee 
consisting of: 

• Ant Williams – Boat captain 

• Tamara Brawn – Oversight 
& ASRL  

• Brett O’Loughlin – Senior 
Sweep 

• Bridget Barnes - Admin 
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We will be more active on social 
media through our Instagram 
handle, @pointleoboaties, and now 
have a boaties email, 
surfboats@pointleoslsc.com.au. 
Please send any details, questions, 
or contacts through.

 
Pictured 4 - The Under 23 women's crew, 
"The Plovers" at their first carnival of the 
season in Lorne 

As the section has recommenced 
from a very low base over the past 3 
years, we are actively trying to 
update our database so we can add 
to our growing section. Should you 
be interested in getting involved 
within the surfboat section as a 
rower, sweep, official, or if you are 
happy to assist in any manner, can 
you please email us your name, 
email address and phone number, 
and I will get in touch. It’s an 
exciting time to be a boatie. 
Ant Williams, Boat Captain 

Our Club Building 
Upgrade 

On Saturday 15th October, Point Leo 
had the opening of our latest 
building upgrade works. Having first 
been built in 1955, the Point Leo 
clubhouse has been standing for 65 
years. This building upgrade forms 
part of the second stage of the Point 
Leo Community Hub upgrade, which 
is part of a long-term master plan 
that will enable our club to increase 
our capacity and welcome new 

members.

 
Pictured 5 Club President Julia 
O’Shaughnessy (middle) cutting the ribbon 
to open the new building upgrades with Club 
Vice-Captain Bridget Barnes (left) and Social 
Coordinator Myles Irwin (right) 
 

Most recently, the upgrade included 
an update of our fire safety systems, 
increased capacity for training, a 
flexible meeting space for members 
and community groups, and more 
inclusive and accessible facilities. 
Overall, the upgrade allows the Club 
to better utilise our valuable and 
beautifully located footprint! 

On the day, the ribbon was cut by 
our President, Julia O’Shaughnessy, 
who welcomed many of our club 
and life members, as well as some 
key sponsors and donors.  
We are of course extremely grateful 
for the contribution of many people 
towards this project. There are a 
long list of contributors, sponsors 
and donors who have played an 
integral role, namely: 

Contributors:  

• Millar Merrigan who 
undertook the planning and 
landscape design work 

• Our construction partner 
Lloyd Group, who delivered 
the building works 

• Our architecture partner 
Cox Architects, who 
produced the plans for the 
works 

Donors:  
• The State Government for 

their contribution of $159k 
through the Emergency 
Services Refurbishment 
Fund 

• The Federal Government for 
their contribution of $300k 

through the Community 
Development Grant 

• The Mornington Peninsula 
Council, represented on the 
day by Councillor David Gill 
and Mayor Anthony Marsh, 
who contributed $20k to the 
works 

Long-term sponsors: 
• Balnarring & District 

Community Bank Branch 
(Bendigo Bank), represented 
by Mick Treadwell, Heather 
Goddard and Greg Hood, 
who are long-term 
supporters and contributed 
generously to the previous 
stage of the Point Leo 
Community Hub works 

• Bluescope, represented on 
the day by Michael Hussey 

• Paton Real Estate, 
represented on the day by 
Blaine Paton 

 
Pictured 6 - Life Member Alf Treadwell with 
Michael Hussey from our sponsor Bluescope 

We also had local, state, and federal 
members visit the Club on 29th 
November to learn more about our 
works, including the recently 
elected local member Sam Groth, 
federal member Zoe McKenzie, and 
media and parliamentary advisor to 
Zoe, Matt Langdon. These local 
members were greeted by a number 
of club members including Simon 
Merrigan, Mick Treadwell, Tom 
Mollonkopf and Iris Cassell who 
gave them a tour of the Club and 
beach, and provided them with an 
overview of the next phase of the 
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building works. 

 
Pictured 7 - Mayor Anthony Marsh with Luke 
Treadwell, head of the Point Leo SLSC 
building committee 

Of course, the Point Leo Building 
Committee has put an enormous 
amount of time towards the many 
stages of this project, and their 
contribution can’t be overstated. 
We'll now be turning our focus to 
the next stage of works, which 
includes creating a wheelchair 
accessible ramp from the carpark to 
our changing facilities, separation of 
vehicles and pedestrians for 
improved safety, increased 
lifesaving equipment storage, 
improved bushfire resilience, and 
some much needed drainage 
upgrades. We are actively seeking 
funding contributions for the next 
stage of the works, and donations to 
the Club can be made at 
www.pointleoslsc.com/point-leo-
slsc-donations/ 
Luke Treadwell, Chair of the Building 

Committee and Ella Swaney 

Surf Sports 
Development 
Camp 

In the September school holidays, 

fifty-eight Point Leo members 

spanning nippers, youth and 

Masters headed to Alexandra 

Headlands Surf Lifesaving Club on 

the Sunshine Coast for a five-day 

Surf Sports development camp. 

The bi-annual camp was a fantastic 

week of skill development across all 

ability levels, with clubbies being 

coached by some of the country’s 

best athletes, including Jamo Porter, 

Jett Kenny, Lana Rogers and a team 

of athletes from the Nutri-Grain 

IronMan and IronWoman series. 

 

Pictured 8 - Clubbies participating in one of 
the Iron sessions  

We had ten sessions in total, in 

some testing conditions at times!  

I'm so proud of all the kids (and 

Masters) for their perseverance, you 

could truly see the skills improving 

every day. 

Pictured 9 

Additionally, the camp was a great 

opportunity for families to have a 

holiday in the sunshine, and deepen 

friendships with other clubbies, with 

plenty of downtime between 

training sessions and social 

activities. 

Pictured 10 

Thanks to everyone who helped and 

made this amazing experience 

possible, with special thanks to Alex 

and Jamo for having us! 

Australian Titles 
1968/69, Clifton 
Beach, Tasmania. 

It is necessary to set the scene at 

Point Leo SLSC in the 1968/69 

Season before then detailing the 

Club’s participation at the Aussies 

held in Tasmania. 

The Club was in its 14th season since 

its foundation on 1st April 1955.  

Since 1955, 253 members had 

gained their Bronze Medallion and 

in 1968/69 the Club had 98 Active 

members (54 Senior, 31 Junior, the 

balance of 13 being Active 

Reserve, Cadet and 

Probationary). 

There were no female 

Active members and the 

Nipper movement had not 

yet commenced.  The first 

female Bronze Squad took 

place in December 1980 

and Nippers commenced in 

1981/82. 

The Annual Report revealed that 

31st May 1969 the Club had a 

surplus of assets over liabilities 

amounting to $81,690 and had 

$2,054 in the bank. 

So, fifty years ago the Club 

competed at the Australian 

Championships held at 

Clifton Beach on the outskirts 

of Hobart in Tasmania.  I am 

not certain as to how many 

members competed for the 

Club but I do know that the 

end results were quite 

spectacular. 

Gold Medals  

http://www.pointleoslsc.com/point-leo-slsc-donations/
http://www.pointleoslsc.com/point-leo-slsc-donations/
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• Junior R&R – G Richardson, 
G Rydberg, R Cogger, J 
Buising, B Dennis, P 
Newman, G Waters (Coach). 

• Junior Belt – G Richardson. 
Silver Medals 

• Senior Boat – J Browning, 
P Boyce, R Stirling, G 
McKellar, R Murray (Sweep). 

• Junior Surf Teams– G 
Richardson, D Flouch, B 
Dennis, G Rydberg. 

Bronze Medals 

• Senior R&R – G John, G 
Tierney, G James, C Vash, H 
McKinnon, T Abbott, E Kidd 
(Coach) 

Total Medals: 24. 

The Australian Championships took 

place on Sunday.  The previous day 

the Interstate Championships were 

held and that was won by the 

Victorian Team that included 

members from Leo; Garry 

Richardson and Peter Francis.  On 

that day there was a National A Boat 

Race, and that was won by the Point 

Leo crew named above. 

Just recently, at our clubhouse, the 

crew that did so well at Clifton 

Beach were reunited, probably for 

the first time in close to fifty years.  

Here is a photo of the crew taken 

below their surf boat “The Trump” 

on that happy occasion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured 11 - The Point Leo Boat Crew who 
won the 1968/69 National A Boat Race. 
From the left: Ron Murray, Garry McKellar, 
Jim Browning, Rob Stirling and Phil Boyce. 

John Horwood
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As always, many thanks to our wonderful sponsors: 

 


