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Thanks to all our club members for 
your commitment to our club and 
your contribution to ensuring that 
operations and programs were 
delivered in a covid safe but 
welcoming manner. 

The Patrol season has ended; huge 
thanks to all Patrol captains for their 
fine effort in ensuring that patrols 
ran smoothly and efficiently, 
sometimes under challenging 
conditions. Thanks to all those that 
patrolled so vigilantly throughout 
the season, you are the public face 
of the club and ensure that our 
beloved Point Leo beach remains a 
safe and welcoming sanctuary. 

Special mention to Bridget Barnes 
for organising this seasons Pink 
Patrol on 27th March after a few 
covid false starts. We had some 
inspirational female leaders 
speaking at Pink Patrol namely 
Michelle Hebblewhite, Diana 
McKellar, Bella Austin and Georgia 
Cassell-Ashton. All these amazing 
females spoke about their 
involvement in Surf Lifesaving 
covering operations, the Junior 
program, aquatic sports and being 
an official at state level amongst 
other areas. 

Adam Lipszyc organised a highly 
successful inaugural Pride Patrol 
focusing on inclusion and diversity. 
Please read below the detailed 

account of the Patrol. We thank 
Adam for his dedication in 
supporting LGTBQI+ members 
within our club. 

Another successful IRB driver and 
crew course was undertaken during 
March and April. Huge thanks to 
Andrew Gibson for taking on the  

role of IRB Trainer and also thanks 
to Britt Morgenthaler as Instructor 
and Chuck Warner and all IRB 
drivers for their support to complete 
this course. 

Chuck Warner and Nick Woods 
deserve recognition for volunteering 
their time to drive and crew an IRB 
for an episode of The Block resulting 
in a sizeable donation to the club. 
Thanks Guys and let’s hope we get a 
glimpse of one of you when the 
episode airs! 

We had some impressive results for 
SurfSports at State level. The Junior 
U/12 and U/13 team came an 
astounding 2nd overall in State 
Championships which is a fabulous 
result, please read about the 
individual and team performances in 
detail in the Annual Report. Thanks 
to Kylie Clark, Daniel Kogler and Nick 
Clark for supporting the Junior team 
in your roles. 

The Senior State Championships 
were held at Lorne on the 20th and 
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21st March. There were some great 
individual and team results at this 
event. It was a real privilege to be 
there and fantastic to be involved in 
cheering on the athletes. Well done 
Team! 

The Surfboats also had some 
challenging carnivals and some great 
successes. It is absolutely fantastic 
to see the growth in the surfboats 
section within our Club so well-done 
Macca and team. 

And finally, the Masters had an 
astounding win at the State Carnival. 
It was an amazing effort and thanks 
to Jon Ford as coach and Iris Cassell 
as Team Manager in their 
commitment to the success of the 
Masters Team. 

Such amazing success across 
Masters, Seniors and Juniors! It is 
fantastic to see so much teamwork, 
camaraderie, and inclusion across all 
ages. Special thanks to all the 
coaches, officials, and support crew. 
And of course, congratulations to 
the competitors. All that hard work, 
commitment and training paid off in 
getting such momentous results. 

Sponsors: 
We acknowledge with gratitude all 
our sponsors including Vantage 
Fuels and Bowser Bean Café, 
BlueScope Westernport, Paton Real 
Estate, O’Connor Beef and 

Mornington Prime Cuts for their 
support of our club throughout the 
active season. Our relationship with 
the Balnarring and District 
Community Bank Branch of Bendigo 
Bank continues to strengthen and 
we look forward to an exciting 
announcement. As a Community 
Bank, support from the bank is 
directed to organizations in the 
community like ours. If you are 
thinking about your banking needs, 
please talk to our friends at the 
Balnarring and District Community 
Bank to see how they can meet your 
banking needs. 

We are sincerely grateful for the 
contribution of all Point Leo SLSC 
sponsors and encourage club 
members to support these 
businesses in acknowledgement of 
their support. 

Julia O’Shaughnessy 
President 
 

Pride Patrol 
On the 28th of March, Point Leo SLSC 

hosted the inaugural Pride Patrol. 

The Pride Patrol was an illustration 

of the Club’s efforts to remain as 

inclusive as possible, celebrating our 

diversity as a key strength. 

Furthermore, it was a great 

opportunity to take stock and 

appreciate the past and present 

barriers that exist for our LGBTQIA+ 

members with respect to 

engagement and participation. We 

were blessed with “classic” Point 

Leo patrol weather – sun, rain and 

some good Westerly wind, which 

only served to better fly our hoisted 

Pride Flag. The patrol was graced 

with many key club members 

throughout that day, and I thank all 

our patrollers who celebrated the 

event with us. The Pride Patrol will 

aid in our momentum to become 

more inclusive as a club – to ‘walk 

the walk’ if you will.  

During the Pride Patrol, participants 

were encouraged to complete a self-

evaluation of the Club, using 

Pride2Play’s Inclusion Checklist. The 

checklist makes tangible what 

remains to be accomplished at the 

Club, ranging from items such as 

policy implementation to visible 

signage and cultural change. I’m 

proud to say we’re well on our way, 

and as a result of the Pride Patrol, 

more members are aware of what 

needs to be done in the coming 

weeks, months and years. I want to 

thank the committee for their 

support of the Pride Patrol and of 

course the members who helped 

organise and participate on the day. 

Several club members participated 

in the MidSumma Pride March on 

Sunday 22nd May.  

Adam Lipszyc 

Club Captain 

 Patrolling members at the inaugural Pride Patrol 
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Pink Patrol 
On March 27th this year, Point Leo 
held their second annual Pink 
Patrol! After a long year of difficult 
COVID-19 planning, and a last-
minute snap lockdown, it was very 
exciting to see Point Leo's patrol 
members covered in pink to 
celebrate women in the Surf Life 
Saving.  

Pink Patrol is an LSV initiative that 
aims to celebrate the 
accomplishments of women within 
Surf Life Saving. Prior to 1980, the 
role of women in Surf Life Saving 
Clubs was far more restricted and 
women were not even permitted to 
obtain their Bronze Medallion 
award. In the 40 years since, women 
have become more and more 
represented throughout all aspects 
of Surf Life Saving. At Point Leo, 
49.4% of the membership is now 
made up of females. Females hold 
41% of the seats on the committee. 
There are 4 female Patrol and Vice-
Patrol Captains, 7 fully qualified 
female Training Officers, 6 female 
IRB Drivers and many, many others 
making great contributions to our 
club! Pink Patrol is an opportunity to 
celebrate all these women, and 
everything they do for our club!  

This year, Pink Patrol was used to 
showcase some of the incredible 
female leadership within our surf 
club. There were four guest 
speakers, who spoke briefly about 
their contributions to Point Leo and 
Surf Life Saving and then offered 
some words of advice to younger, 
aspiring female leaders.  

First was Michelle Royal 
Hebblewhite, who is a current Vice 
Patrol Captain and a highly qualified 
and experienced Trainor and 
Assessor of several awards.  

Michelle’s advice was centered 
around resilience and perseverance. 
She spoke about her lengthy 
involvement with Surf Life Saving, 
and while she has been faced with 

challenges along the way, a 
determined and positive outlook 
always helped her to achieve her 
best.  

Second was Georgia Cassell-Ashton 
who has been a Nipper at Point Leo 
since U/7s, a Senior Competitor, 
Vice Patrol Captain, Nipper Activity 
Leader and Bronze Camp Leader. 
Georgia has also recently completed 
her Officials Course and now 
volunteers as an official at Junior 
and Senior Carnivals. Her main role 
is as an Arrow, which means she is 
responsible for keeping track of the 
number of athletes who go in and 
out of the water. Currently, she is 
the youngest Official volunteering in 
Victoria for Surf Life Saving.  

The advice Georgia offered to 
younger leaders was to not feel 
intimated by your age or level of 
experience. She has found that 
sometimes being the youngest on a 
team can be a blessing in disguise, 
and so encouraged future leaders to 
always volunteer and to always back 
their abilities and take 
opportunities.  

Third was Bella Austin, who has 
been a Nipper at Point Leo since 
U/7s and is now a very well 
accomplished Senior Competitor at 
both a state and national level. Bella 
also volunteers as a Nipper Activity 
Leader, Bronze Camp Leader and 
was one of the 2021 recipients of 
the Garry Tierney Foundation Grant.  

Bella's advice to younger leaders 
was to not let themselves get down 
about off days or disappointing 
results. She said that surrounding 
herself with positive people has 
always helped her maintain an 
optimistic outlook on her training 
and competition goals.  

Finally, was Dianna McKellar who is 
the current Nipper Coordinator at 
Point Leo and is the daughter of 
former Nipper Coordinator, Jill 
McKellar. In Dianna’s first year of 

the role, COVID-19 restrictions 
presented her with a unique set of 
challenges which led to the 
mammoth effort of re-structuring 
the layout of Nippers to ensure the 
program could still be run.  

Dianna’s advice emphasised the 
importance of working well in a 
team, and always utilising the skills 
and expertise of your teammates to 
face bigger challenges!   

A massive thank-you must be given 
to Kim, Sarah-Jo and Georgia who all 
helped with organising the day, and 
to Romy for her help organising and 
for being such a great Patrol Captain 
on the day! Stay tuned for 
announcements about next year's 
Pink Patrol!!! 

 

The Spirit & Ethos of Surf 
Lifesaving  
In a recent publication of the 
Geelong Advertiser there was an 
excellent article written by Graeme 
Vincent, a past editor of the paper 
and a past member of Torquay SLSC. 
I was sent the article by John 
“Moose” Russell, a champion boat 
rower with Torquay and a good 
friend of many Point Leo Bobbas. 

A few of us considered that we 
should put part of Graeme’s article 
in The Mine for active members and 
their families to read as not only 
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does it pay tribute to a great 
lifesaver it also conveys the spirit 
and ethos of lifesaving. 

Graeme wrote the article initially as 
a tribute to John “Groover” 
Pettigrove, a legend at Torquay – a 
foundation member of the club, a 
past President, a past Club Captain, 
an Honorary Life Member of the 
club and of Life Saving Victoria. And 
also another good friend of many of 
us at Leo. 

In the article, Graeme outlines how 
Groover introduced him to boat 
rowing, brought him into an 
established crew and the trials and 

tribulations of being part of Torquay 
SLSC under John Pettigrove. 

He notes that surf boats are a tough 
business, boaties are the hard men 
– and now women – of the surf. 

He points out that no one ever 
mentioned needing a bronze 
medallion to be an active competing 
lifesaver. So followed an intensive 
course on surf awareness, survival, 
CPR first aid and theory. Timed 
swims and belt and tube rescues 
also destroyed the myth that 
boaties can’t swim. 

Graeme’s patrol never experienced 
any water rescues, but they did 
extract a boy completely buried 
beneath sand when the walls of a 
“crater” he had dug collapsed. 

We are blessed to have more than 
180,000 lifesavers around Australia 
including a record 38,000 in Victoria. 
Official stats from SLSA are 
staggering – more than 10,000 
rescues, nearly 4 million 
preventative actions and some 
1,350,000 volunteer patrol hours 
annually. It is the largest volunteer 
movement of its kind in the world. 

The Geelong Advertiser: Graeme Vincent’s article ‘Groover and the surf boat legends’ 
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That’s some record, and yet the 
dedicated people behind the 314 
affiliated clubs patrolling more than 
400 beaches do not seek platitudes. 

Yes, they love the beach, to 
compete and the camaraderie. But 
their motivation is to serve the 
community, to protect lives. 

The worth of surf lifesavers was 
magnified over this last summer as 
members of the public continued to 
put themselves at risk by 
disregarding advice or failing to 
appreciate the hidden dangers along 
the coast. 

Our lifesavers are national treasures 
and deserve not a bronze medal but 
a gold. 

John Horwood. 

Point Leo SLSC Facility 
Update – More Work on the 
Way!  
Many of us will not have had much 
of a chance to visit the Point Leo 
Surf Lifesaving Clubhouse over the 
past 12 months. Forget about 
international travel, some of us 
couldn’t get to the beach! 

But while we have suffered a fair bit 
of lockdown, the Club Building 
Committee has not been asleep. So, 
what’s happening you ask? 

Members will recall the substantial 
redevelopment concept plans that 
were first presented at the 2017 
AGM. These exciting plans 
envisaged a staged process that 
would see the renovation and 
extension of the Point Leo Facility 
with a view to providing a safe, 
effective and enjoyable place to 
serve the Club’s growth and 
emerging needs, and those of our 
community. 

With the generous support of the 
State Government, Lifesaving 
Victoria, the Bendigo Bank, and 
several kind donations from 
amongst the membership, 

in 2018 we undertook Stage 1 of the 
works: a major refit of the toilets, 
changerooms and downstairs 
kitchen. Since then, the club has 
been thankful to have funding 
support from the Mornington 
Peninsula Council for the 
preparation of a master plan (by Cox 
Architects), and has been successful 
in gaining some critical 
grants, including from the Federal 
Government and Lifesaving Victoria 
for the Stage 2 works. This will allow 
us to tackle a major issue: removing 
the shipping containers that we 
currently use for storing 
competition and lifesaving gear, and 
building an attractive storage space. 
This second stage will also deliver 
better access on the east side of the 
facility providing direct access from 
the carpark to the changerooms and 
new storage space, as well as to 
new external showers, and 
communal barbeque areas. Plans 
are currently being discussed with 
relevant agencies (including the 
Council and in the near future the 
Department of Environment, Land, 
Water and Planning), but we are 
optimistic of in-principle approval. 
We can then share plans and move 
to detailed design. More about this 
soon. 

And then… 

While our focus is on finalising Stage 
2 and delivering it, we also have an 
eye to Stage 3 and beyond. The 
Future Facility plan provided an 
exciting master concept. We will be 
simultaneously testing and 
validating the concept plan, drawing 
on the experience of several other 
lifesaving facility redevelopments 
around the coast. We are looking 
forward to moving forward on this 
with your support. 

Luke Treadwell 
Chair, Building Subcommittee 

 
 
 

Covid Catch-Ups  
The COVID lockdowns nearly 
eclipsed the outstanding 
achievements of Tamara Brawn and 
Rhys Cole. Let’s make time to 
celebrate them. 

2020 LSV Awards of Excellence 
Official of the Year & 2020 SLSA 
Awards of Excellence (AOE) Surf 
Sports Awards, Official of the Year 
– Tamara Brawn: 

For a second time, Tamara scooped 
the LSV Official of the Year Award, 
the first time was in 2017. In 2020, 
she not only won the LSV Official of 
the Year Award but also went on to 
win the National SLSA Award. 

Official of the Year Award recognises 
and celebrates officials who have 
made a significant contribution to 
the area of officiating. This includes 
both the commitment shown to 
officiating over the calendar year 
and contribution towards official’s 
educational development. 

Tamara is renowned to be a fair, 
positive, dedicated and highly skilled 
role model for officiating in surf 
lifesaving. Tamara also spends time 
mentoring and assessing new 
officials undertaking their 
qualifications. 

At a state level Tamara was either 
an Area Referee, Chief Judge and/or 
Safety Officer at all LSV and VSRL 
carnivals throughout the 2019-2020 
season. 

She is the first female referee to 
lead a national surf boat carnival, 
the ASRL Open held at Mollymook, 
and was referee for the National 
Surf Boat Team selection event.  

At an international level, Tamara 
was the referee of the Trans-
Tasman Surf Boat Test Match held 
at Longbeach NSW in February 2020 
between Australia and New Zealand. 

Tamara is currently a representative 
on the SLSA Surf Boat Panel and the 
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Lifesaving Victoria Aquatic Sports 
Executive.  

Well done, Tamara! 

2020 LSV John Wishart Memorial 
Medal as the Microflite Lifesaver of 
the Year – Rhys Cole: 
In the midst of COVID-19 lockdowns 
last year, our own Rhys Cole was 
awarded the prestigious LSV John 
Wishart Memorial Medal as the 
Microflite Lifesaver of the Year for 
his contribution to lifesaving over 
the previous year. 

At a club level, his efforts saw him 
recognised with the Point Leo Gary 
Tierney Foundation Fellowship in 
2020 and he is also a previous 
recipient of the Point Leo Club 
Captain’s Award. 

Rhys’ achievement didn’t just come 
by chance. The LSV Award was in 
recognition of his commitment and 
dedication to lifesaving and his hard 
work in upskilling himself to become 
a better lifesaver. 

Rhys has been a qualified LSV 
lifeguard for over 5 seasons, 
attaining his gold medallion. 
Recently, he became the first ever 
member of Point Leo SLSC to be 
qualified as a crewman on the 
Westpac Lifesaver Rescue 
Helicopter. 

Rhys is also an active 
competitor and retains a 
high level of fitness and skill 
through his commitment to 
training, which led him to 
excel in the grueling 2019 
Coolangatta Gold coming in 
first place in the Open 
category in just under 5 
hours. 

His commitment to lifesaving 
continues through his 
willingness to instruct and be 
a great role model at our 
Bronze Camps and he was a 
mentor in the Lifechanger 
Foundation program run at 

the club in recent years for young 
people.  

Rhys was also an active member of 
the Point Leo Club Committee for 
two years organising fundraising and 
social events during that time. He 
has shown great leadership at the 
club level and continues to play a 
leadership role as a Patrol Captain. 

Congratulations Rhys on your 
outstanding achievements. 

Sarah-Jo Mason 
Vice-President Juniors, M&LD 
Delegate 

New Point Leo SLSC Award to 
Honour John Marshall  
One of Australia’s greatest 
swimmers and a co-founder of Point 
Leo SLSC, John Marshall first gained 
recognition in 1947 when he won 
every Australian freestyle title from 
220 yards to 1650 yards. At the 1948 
London Olympics Marshall won a 
silver medal in the 1500m and a 
bronze in the 400m.  

In 1949, Marshall enrolled at Yale 
University, USA, where he was able 
to mix studies with swimming under 
renowned coach Bob Kiputh. A 
sensational series of world records 
over imperial and metric distances 
followed, including the world 200m 
and 400m freestyle marks. He won 

the Helms Award as Australia’s 
outstanding amateur sportsman for 
1950, but shoulder and sinus 
problems saw him perform below 
expectations at the 1952 Helsinki 
Olympics. Marshall returned to 
Australia in 1954 with degrees from 
Yale and Harvard. The following year 
he helped establish Point Leo SLSC, 
also marrying Wendy Byrne. They 
had a son. 

On Sunday, 25 November 1956 
Marshall represented Victoria at the 
SLSA Interstate Championships, 
finishing second in the Senior Surf 
and third in the Senior Belt. The 
following Saturday, representing 
Australia at the Melbourne 
Olympics, he finished a fine fifth in 
the 200m butterfly. The next day, 
Sunday 2 December, now wearing 
the orange cap of the fledgling Point 
Leo club, Marshall led the Australian 
Senior Surf race before finishing 
wide of the flags to take second. 

John Marshall tragically died in a car 
accident in January 1957. In 1973 he 
was inducted into the International 
Swimming Hall of Fame and in 1985 
to the Sport Australia Hall of Fame. 

To commemorate his memory Point 
Leo SLSC has conducted the annual 
John Marshall Memorial surf races 
from 1957, a women’s category 

John Marshall, co-founder of Point Leo SLSC and Olympic medalist. 



 

 www.pointleoslsc.com.au The Mine /  Page 7 

being added in 1999. The races 
attracted many of Australia’s best 
surf swimmers, but interest waned 
in recent years. However, from 2021 
onwards a prestigious new “John 
Marshall” award will be presented 
to the outstanding swimmer from 
Point Leo based on surf carnival 
results.  

The 2021 John Marshall Swim 
Competitor of the Year award will 
be announced and presented at the 
Club Presentation Night at the 
Flinders Hotel on Saturday 29th May 
2021. 

Richard Batchelor  
Editor: Point Leo 50 Year History 

The Mysterious Stumps on 
Point Leo Beach  
These photos, both taken on the 
beach at Point Leo by Rhonda 
Horwood, show a row of stumps 
that are presumed to be the base of 
a pier, or a jetty. One of the shots, 
the more recent taken, shows the 
situation as it is today with seven 
stumps remaining. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 The other photo showing up to 
thirty stumps was taken some time 
ago. The stumps are situated on the 
beach between the clubhouse and 
Suicide, to the east of the clubhouse 
or to the left if you are looking out 
to sea from the clubhouse. A 
number of the original stumps were 
removed by the Foreshore 
Committee because of bather safety 
concerns. The reasons for a pier, or 
a jetty being on the beach at Leo has 
been a mystery for many of the 
older club members for many years. 
There have been a number of 
theories put forward. Among these:  

1) It was built in conjunction with a 
Cobb and Co depot/guest house 
built in Balnarring and guests would 
be transported to Point Leo for a 
boat trip around Western Port and 
the sailing vessels would leave from 
and come back to this pier. 

2) Professional fishermen based at 
Point Leo had the pier built and 
their boats were kept at, and 
launched from this pier. 

3) There were Australian troops 
based at Point Leo during the 
Second World War (1939-1945) and 
the pier was constructed by them 
for training purposes. 

And there are others. 

Now, with the great number of club 
members that are locally based, 
coming from families who have 
been in the local area for many 
years we are hoping that someone 
out there can assist with solving this 
mystery. 

So, put on your thinking caps, do a 
bit of detective work and see what 
we can come up with. All theories 
will be treated seriously so if you 
can help please send your thoughts 
to John Horwood on 
johnhorwood@bigpond.com. 

 
John Horwood 
  

The mysterious stumps, photographed by Rhonda Horwood, at Point Leo beach 

mailto:johnhorwood@bigpond.com
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As always, many thanks to our wonderful sponsors: 

 


