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Happy 65th Birthday Point
Leo SLSC
It is officially recognized that Point Leo
SLSC commenced operations on 1st
April 1955 therefore 1st April 2020 is the
65th anniversary of our great Club.

May 2020 Edition

It is interesting to reflect on the history
of the Club over that period and it can be
done in various ways – one of those is to
look at it in chapters.
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girlfriends and partners of active
members made up the Women’s
Auxiliary and they were responsible for
organizing such functions as a stall at
the Red Hill Show and Card Nights in
Melbourne.
On Boxing Day 1980 the first Female
Bronze Squad was formed, examined
and qualified and that was really the
start of the second chapter. Our female
members took part in lifesaving on the
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Our Point Leo Clubhouse in the early days

In the first chapter of 25 years it was
very much a male lifesaving Club,
females were not permitted to obtain the
necessary qualifications to patrol on the
beach. Females however were very
much part of the Club as members of the
Women’s Auxiliary and without them
the club would have struggled,
particularly in the social, welfare and
fundraising areas. Mothers, wives,

beach at Point Leo, excelled in
competition and soon took up major
roles on the Club committee.
Around 1983 activities for Juniors
commenced on the beach over the
summer months at Point Leo. It was
organized in an informal manner by
parents, both mums and dads, of the
younger members associated with the

The Club has always been strong in
competition and can boast of 11
members who represented Australia in
the Olympic Games – in 1948 John
Marshall won Silver in the 1500 metres
freestyle and Bronze in the 400 metres
F/S. Greg Fasala collected Silver in the
4X100 metres F/S relay and Rob
Woodhouse won Bronze in the 400
metre individual medley.
At last count the Club had 77 members
who had collected medals at the
National SLSA titles either as a coach or
competitor over swimming, R&R, boat
rowing and beach events. 38 members
have won Gold medallions, 7

Looks different!

Club. In 1990 and this is the third
chapter of the Club it became more
formalized as the Nipper movement.
The Nipper movement in surf life saving
in Australia is recognized world wide for
its disciplined approach to introducing
youngsters to swimming on beaches.
The overall effect of these three
“chapters” is reflected in the Club
Membership Statistics. At 30th April
2019 there were 1279 Club members –
648 male, 631 female. There were 471
Nipper members – 223 male, 248
female; and 305 Active members – 179
male, 126 female. At the same date in
1965 the Club had 249 members – 106
male Active members (no female), 66
Women’s Auxiliary members and no
Nippers. Some change!!
Of course, there are other milestonesthe building of the first clubhouse
involving a great deal of members input
only to have it burnt down by an 18 year
old member of the public in 1974. The
purchase of a property in Western

Maxy J's patrol, some years ago...

Parade “The Willards” that became the
Clubhouse in association with a storage
complex on the beach. The re-building
of the existing clubhouse in 3 stages,
eventually completed in early 2000’s.
The eventual sale of “The Willards”

individually and 31 in team events.
The Club successfully hosted the
National Titles at Point Leo in 1985 and
on many occasions has held State Senior

Looks different!

Plaques out the front of the current day clubhouse commemorating the first female bronze medallion squad (December 1980) and the first male
bronze medallion squad (1955).
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and Nipper/Junior Titles on Point Leo
beach.
John Horwood

Mass Rescue at Bondi
Beach – Black Sunday
1938
Most of us have watched the TV series
“Bondi Rescue” and probably marvel at
the heroics shown by the lifeguards.
When I do look at it, I often think about
a story my father would relate to me
many moons ago about a mass recue that
had occurred at the famous Bondi Beach
in February 1938. My parents lived near
Bondi in those days and my father had
in fact swum at that beach the weekend
before the dramatic events.
In February 1938 Sydney was a busy
city – a grand parade titled “Australia’s
March to Nationhood” had been held to
celebrate its 150th year anniversary, and
the Empire (now Commonwealth)
Games had commenced in the Sydney
Cricket Ground on Saturday 5th
February.
Next day the city was brimming with
visitors and many decided to join the
usual crowd of Sydneysiders flocking to
Bondi. The weather was fine, but a
large swell was hitting the coast. The
day before lifesavers at Bondi had been
busy pulling people from the surf – in
one hour there were 74 rescues recorded.
On Sunday 6th beach inspectors Tom
Meagher and Aub Lawson, despite the
heavy seas, decided to open the beach,
mindful that there would probably be a
big crowd, but as the day went on the
crowd grew bigger than usual. In the
early afternoon the tide was going out
and a large portion of the swimmers
ventured out to a sandbar that ran
parallel to the beach. The surf was
persistent and beach inspectors and
patrolling lifesavers were kept busy
blowing whistles and waving people into
safer areas.
The club was preparing for its weekly
surf race and the surf boat was out the
back, laying buoys for the swim. Club
Captain Carl Jepperson watched the
situation closely and had extra reels
brought from other areas of the beach in
readiness for trouble.
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At 3pm a huge wave came out of
nowhere, breaking on the sand bank and
sending swimmers toward shore. Whilst
this initially did sound alarm bells, there
was a spirit of fun rather than fear and
most started to swim back to the
sandbar. This quickly changed when a
second freak wave emerged and broke
over the sandbank washing more surfers
into the channel. The deep water boiled
with fury now with scores of swimmers
struggling to escape. They had hardly
recovered when the third and biggest
wave crashed on to the sandbar and into
the channel.

When police arrived in sufficient
numbers to control the crowd, order took
over from chaos – club officials and
beach inspectors got the rescue
organized and lifesavers were able to
work to a plan. Club records state that
180 swimmers were brought to the
beach by the reel teams, about 60 of
them were unconscious and at one stage
there were 20 people strewn across the
beach receiving resuscitation treatment
by lifesavers. Unfortunately, 4 people
brought ashore could not be revived, and
another swimmer was listed as missing.
His body was washed up next day.

That final blow collapsed the sandbank
leaving hundreds of swimmers
floundering in chaos. The surf was
yellow with sand as it foamed and
swirled in all directions. And then the
runout from those three huge waves
commenced and three hundred
swimmers were swept out to sea.
Concerted screams lifted high above the
sounds of fury.

News of the mass rescue was being
broadcast on radio and was sending
hordes of locals to the beach at Bondi.
The promenade and Marine Drive
became jammed and there were scenes
of anguish as new arrivals feared for
friends and relatives who had gone to
the beach earlier.

The greatest mass rescue in the history
of surfing. The thirty swimmers who
had lined up for the surf race rushed to
assist the men on patrol. Other clubmen
streamed from the clubhouse, some fully
dressed and North Bondi club members
dashed from their end of the beach to
help bringing extra reels. Soon there
were eighty odd lifesavers at work and it
was a long and difficult job.
It is hard to imagine the chaos that was
occurring at Bondi at that moment! Out
to sea distressed swimmers started to
panic, whilst stronger swimmers teamed
up to support the weaker, waiting for
help from shore to arrive. On the beach,
lifesavers sprang into action with their
reels and lines. There were no IRBs in
those days, one lifesaver had a ski and
went out to assist, while others were on
surfboards. The surfboat that was out to
sea when these waves came through
battled over the wild break to help those
victims scattered farthest out to sea.
There have been estimates that there
were up to 60,000 people at Bondi that
day and of course many of them wanted
to “help” the lifesavers with the rescue
work. People hauled too quickly on the
wrong lines and got them crossed with
others. Many got in the way of
lifesavers bringing patients ashore and
crowded around those who needed air.

It was late by the time that the club
members’ job was finished and all the
gear and equipment had been washed
down, cleaned and packed away.
Exhausted lifesavers lay wearily on the
sand to recuperate. A distinguished
American visitor, Dr Marshall W. Dyer,
after being told that Australian lifesavers
were unpaid volunteers exclaimed to a
newspaper, “There are no men anywhere
in the world like your lifesavers.”
The officials of the Bondi Surf Bathers’
Life Saving Club played down the role
of individuals on the day with the
official line that “everyone did his job”.
In due course the entire Bondi Club
would be awarded a Special Certificate
for Outstanding Bravery. The
extraordinary efforts of the Bondi
lifesavers had restricted the death toll to
a very low number and many would
agree that it was the day when surf
lifesaving came of age.
Written by John Horwood, editing by
Jacqui Horwood and Richard Batchelor.

The March Past
What in the past was a blue ribbon event
in which surf lifesaving clubs were
represented at the start of all surf
lifesaving carnivals and that preceded
the national anthem at State and
National Championships, is now
contested by Life Saving Victoria at surf
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carnivals only once a year and only
at the Junior State Championships.

senior reel that was completely
dismantled and the frame
professionally polished. New
accessories were purchased, the
drum was powder-coated in navy
blue and the handle was stripped,
sanded and re-lacquered. A new
junior belt was purchased, new line
was made available by the club and
an old reel cover was unearthed and
cleaned up by Diane. Jan purchased
a new navy blue pennant with a
rampant lion and the Club name in
orange.

In the past it was an iconic event
dating back to the beginning of surf
lifesaving and the teams, parading
to the sound of the bagpipes, and
were an emblem of Australia
around the world. It has been the
single event in which each club’s
team has evoked pride and passion
in all club members.
Hopefully, it will be reintroduced in
some form at the senior level in the
near future.
Emergence of the Point Leo
Nipper March Past team
It began when Jan Williams attended
the nipper Victorian championships in
Warrnambool in 2017 with her
grandchildren, Emma and Riley. She
was surprised to note that Point Leo was
not represented in the march past. She
told the parent group that her late
husband, John, had been part of a long
history of Point Leo march past teams
dating back to the origin of the club.
Indeed, the senior team had won bronze
medals in 1964 and 1965 and the gold
medal in 1966.
John and Jan’s daughter, Kylie, and son,
Anthony, competed in the march past in
the 1980s.
A decision was made to arrange a team
for the following season. Jan
volunteered to be the organiser.
Season 2017-18
Jan acquired a pennant from the club
archives and she chose an old full size
reel from the clubhouse. There was no
coach however, so Jan bravely took on
the role herself, learning the basics
online.
After only 3 or 4 training sessions, a
team emerged but it was only minutes
before the championship parade that the
entire team was together and that, for the
first time, they lifted the reel. They wore
the grey junior competition t-shirt and
new Point Leo nipper caps as the
uniform. Nevertheless, it was a proud
moment for the club to see Point Leo
represented in the junior march past for
the first time and all were pleasantly
surprised and satisfied with the team’s
performance.

www.pointleoslsc.com.au

The 2017/2018 Nipper March Past Team

The team members were: Millie Bessell,
Bridie Hipwell, Oscar Hosking, Olivia
Laity, Henry Laussen, Charlotte
Lilywhite, Cory Lionnet, Hannah
Lionnet, Jasper Romari, Emmylou
Shannon, Zoe Warner and Sonny
Woods.
Season 2018-19
Mid-way through the season, Jan ran
into Long John Silver at the clubhouse.
Long John, a legend of the club, had
been in the medal winning march past
teams of the 1960s. He agreed to coach
the nipper team and they came fifth in
the State titles – only 3 points off the
bronze medal.

The presentation of the team at State
championships was exceptional and
it drew complementary remarks
from judges and the public alike.
The team members stuck their chests out
and were beaming with pride as they
marched around the course. They were
very worthy ambassadors of the Point
Leo SLSC.
The team comprised: Mackenzie Clark,
Fox Handley, Ruby Hyatt, Harriett
Kogler, Olivia Laity, Henry Laussen,
Tom Lillywhite, Emma May-Conning,
Cassie Merrigan, Giselle Northcote, Zoe
Warner and Emma Williams.

That however is only a fraction of the
story.
The team had neither uniforms nor a
serviceable reel and there was confusion
regarding the eligibility of age groups
due to a LSV restructure of nippers.
Eventually it was decided that under
14’s would be included for the last time,
with the upper age limit of under 13’s to
be introduced the following season. This
meant that the team could not be settled
until the last minute.
Long John’s wife, Diane,
enthusiastically joined in and purchased
a new set of navy board shorts and navy
hair ties for the girls. The season’s
orange club competition t-shirt and
nipper caps completed the uniform.
Long John undertook and paid for the
refurbishment of the old stainless steel

The 2018/2019 Nipper March Past Team

Incidentally, the reel had a plaque with
the name ‘Greg Letho’ rivetted to the
base. Diane tracked Greg down and he
confirmed that he had fabricated several
stainless steel reels when he was an
apprentice in the late 1960s. He had
been a member of the Chelsea SLSC and
became a cabinet maker. He was in his
early 80’s and still in business, but not
making surf reels. He was delighted to
be contacted by Diane but,
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unfortunately, he had only recently
cleared his attic of his reel accessories.
Season 2019-20
As the age limit was now U13, the
search for a junior, ¾ size (and therefore
lighter) reel, began in earnest. As good
fortune would have it, Jan met a member
of the Black Rock SLSC at a social
function and she was advised to contact
Justine Burchill, the nippers co-ordinator
at Black Rock, to discuss the possibility
of Point Leo borrowing their nipper reel
in the hope of being able to build a
copy. Jan was unavailable so Diane
contacted Justine and arranged a visit to
the Black Rock club where, to the
surprise of both Justine and Diane, they
discovered not one but two stainless
steel junior reels – astounding! Diane
considered the situation and, with the
endorsement of the Point Leo
committee, approached Justine and
negotiated a deal that would see Point
Leo being given one of the reels in
exchange for the refurbishment of the
other for Black Rock – a win for both
clubs.
That said, the ‘new’ reels, both of which,
incidentally, had been made by Greg
Letho, had been long neglected and were
a much greater challenge for Diane and
Long John as there were complexities
that had not occurred with the senior
reel, and Greg had no remaining
accessories.
Eventually the refurbishment, which
included new chrome plating of the
drum shanks, was complete and both
clubs were thrilled with the outcome.
For Point Leo, Diane purchased a
smaller pennant in keeping with the
smaller reel size, and an appropriate
length stainless steel pole to match the
polished reel.
Greg was sent photos of both the
refurbished Point Leo reels and he was
most complimentary. Unfortunately, a
planned end of season visit to meet and
photograph him has been delayed due to
the COVID-19 restrictions.
The 2019/20 season saw a surging
interest and support for the march past
team by senior members of the Club.
Sarah-Jo Mason, the Nipper Coordinator, suggested that a formal march
past training session be held for 30
minutes before the water and other
www.pointleoslsc.com.au

beach competition teams did their
dedicated training. This not only made a
huge difference to the training program
but also put the team in a prominent
place in front of the clubhouse, drawing
attention from the whole nipper
community. Andrew Gibson supplied a
loudspeaker for the season and the
coaching team of Jan, Diane and Long
John provided training aids and bagpipe
music.
Nevertheless, the enthusiastic all girls
team, for a variety of reasons including
injury, had interrupted training leading
to an inability to have the complete team
at any one training session. Two of the
girls were injured at the Jan Juc carnival
only three weeks before the State titles.
Grace Lillywhite broke a bone in her
foot so, sadly, she couldn’t continue, but
Emma May-Conning, who fractured her
wrist, was able to soldier on and to
march with her wrist in plaster. It was
fortunate that Milla Clark stepped up
and, with limited training, she
progressed quickly and became a worthy
member of the team.

line is perfectly attached” were heard as
the girls paraded.
This was an historic performance that
was rewarded with the silver medal in
the Victorian championships. The girls
were thrilled!
This was a proud moment for the entire
Point Leo Surf Life Saving Club. The
achievement of winning the silver medal
was not only because of the dedication,
hard work, fun, surviving raining
training days and dodging bushfire smog
of the girls, but also that of Jan, Diane
and Long John. Jan had the vision and
energy to bring the team to its present
status, Diane’s meticulous attention to
detail in every aspect of the event
brought the entire effort together, and
Long John helped to inspire the
enthusiasm of the team members with
his practical skills and knowledge.
Jan has also seen her granddaughter
complete three generations of the
Williams family in the march past.
Significantly however, the achievement
was a measure of the overall enjoyment
and enthusiasm of all ages and
generations participating in surf
lifesaving and proudly representing the
Point Leo Surf Life Saving Club.

The icing on the cake was the new
uniform. It was a blessing in disguise
that the club’s new competition t-shirt
was unsuitable due to its colour. The
choice was made to purchase new
uniform tops and, as the march past
The team members were: Zoe Alekna,
competition is
held early in the
morning when the
weather is likely
to be chilly, long
sleeved navy tshirts, to match
the shorts, were
selected. These
were covered by
orange sleeveless
tops. These tops
were accessed
from the Club
uniform shop with
the help of the
Uniform shop coordinator Jessica
Merrigan. The
The 2019/2020 March Past Team.
new uniform
was set off by
the girls wearing their hair in single
Milla Clark, Murphy Clark, Fenella
plaits.
Collins, Aine Curtis, Lily Douglas,
Evelyn Ford, Harriet Kogler, Emma
The new look was spectacular and with
May-Konning, Layla Romari, Zoe Watt
their impressive marching, comments
and Emma Williams.
including “Wow! Look at Point Leo”
and “you should see their reel! Even the
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LSV also presented silver medals to the
injured Grace Lilywhite and each of the
coaching team of Jan Williams, Diane
Silver and Long John Silver.

Coach Ford buys a Ford
coach!
In March 2012 the SLSC acquired a
Toyota Hi-Ace Club Bus. This was
significantly funded by a generous
donation from the Tierney family.

The Point Leo SLSC march past reel.

Acknowledgements

Long John carrying the 1964, 1965 and 1966
medals in his right hand and the 2020 silver
medal in his left hand.

Note:
Jan, Diane and Long John are looking
forward to season 2020/2021 and are
calling on nippers no older than 13 years
of age on 30 September 2020. They may
be younger as there is no minimum age
in team competition. We encourage all
12 and 13 year old registered nippers
who will have their Competition Skills
Evaluations by the start of the
competition season and who would like
to train for the march past to get in touch
with:
Jan Williams
March Past Team Manager
Mobile: 0409 768 668
Email: jan@mitchnet.org
Please note: the march past is an event in
its own right. You may compete in
march past without being a member of a
water or beach event at the Junior State
Championships.

Thank you to the following people and
organisations who have all contributed
to the emergence of the Nipper March
Past Team and have shared Jan’s vision:
• Kim Williams
• Andrew Welsh
• Sarah Jo Mason
• Andrew Gibson
• Michael Treadwell
• Jessica Merrigan
• Fiona and Jason Romari
• The tireless parents of the
March Past team members
• Steve James of Geordi Stainless
and Paul, riveters
• Ihad at Best Coatings
• Black Rock Life Saving Club

The Hi-Ace gave sterling service, but
always had a few short-comings. The
motor was small for towing a trailer
loaded with surf craft, the braking
system struggled with a full load and
trailer, and top speed was not ideal for
long highway trips.
This season, Haydn Tierney floated the
idea of a bus replacement and donated
funds to the club to cover the cost of the
bus. Coach Jon Ford identified a bargain
Ford Transit which had none of the HiAce’s shortcomings and is a pleasure to
drive, with turbo-diesel power, cruise
control and a great sound system.
Sign-writing has just been completed,
again courtesy of Haydn Tierney, and
the bus looks an absolute treat,
resplendent in Club colours of orange
and blue, with a very aggressive Leo
Lion emblem to spark terror in the hearts
of competing clubs.
Thanks Haydn for again providing
generous support to Point Leo SLSC.
Andrew Gibson

Sarah-Jo Mason

Haydn Tierney with the club's beautiful new bus!
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Senior Competition Season
End at Lorne
As most of you will be aware, the senior
competition season was cut short.
Firstly, by large surf conditions at the
Lorne masters and senior carnivals, and
then by COVID-19 which shut down the
season including the state and national
titles. This was devastating for athletes
and coaches alike. As most of us had
already booked accommodation for the
state titles at Lorne, we decided to go
down there on the cancelled state titles
weekend and have a season end
celebration. Luckily Huey obliged and
there was great surf for some clubby
activities as well as free surfing at Lorne
Point and nearby Cathedral Rock. It was
a great weekend and a fun way to end a
disappointing season. We are looking
forward to kick starting training again
over winter once the COVID-19
restrictions are hopefully removed. Now
is a great time to work on your strength
with body weight training (see Team
App documents for programs). All you
need is a chin up bar (easily made from
Bunnings materials) and if you struggle
a power band to help you get the hand of
chin ups! Keep an eye on team app for
further information on training as the
restrictions lift. In the meantime you'll
see plenty of clubbies ripping it up in the
incredible surf we have seen over the
last month!
Take care and see you soon!
Jon (Head Coach
- surfsports@pointleoslsc.com.au)
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Some of our senior competitors celebrating the season's end in Lorne.
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As always, many thanks to our wonderful sponsors:
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