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What a terrific club! I’ve been thrilled
over summer to see our members in such
great numbers, teaming together to: train
and learn new skills, patrolling,
including our inaugural pink patrol (and
then nailing a surprise LSV audit),
competition across all areas (including
our burgeoning boat section),
sensational Nipper sessions with record
numbers, the Boxing Day swim hailed
as the best ever (again!) and community
engagement with members young and
old helping out at the recent Disabled
Surfing Association event. It was so
good to see the benefit provided by the
all-abilities ramp to the beach that we
contributed to getting built in recent
years. It has also been great to have
plenty of opportunity for social
interaction with Rhys Cole leading the
charge as ‘Head of Fun’ and the Romari
family taking care as caretakers. We’ve
seen the continued traditions of the
annual Trivia Night and the ever-epic
Muso Night. On a somber note, the
summer has seen many communities and
environments heavily impacted by
ferocious bushfires. We teamed with
other Point Leo community groups to
collectively raise funds. We had a
number of initiatives that raised
$3,443.65 through ‘tin rattles’ at the
Nipper Social night, the bar, at patrols
and at the Nipper BBQ. Huge thanks to
all who rattled and who contributed.
It was great to see some of our young
leaders recognised with an award from
the Balnarring & District Community
Bank Branch of the Bendigo Bank:

firstly Nat Clarke for competition, water
safety and Nipper surf education, and
secondly recognition (for the first time)
of a youth leadership group who have
been integral to training our SRCs and
Bronzies in recent times: Hamish WynnPope, Bridget Barnes, Ella Laussen, Zali
Cargill and Bodhi Woods.
Congratulations to all of you for your
contributions and particularly for the
team work and great comradery you
have demonstrated.
At a recent committee meeting I thanked
Andrew Gibson for his tremendous
service as Club Secretary for over 13
years. Andrew has stepped down from
this role in order to ensure he can devote
time to helping people affected by the
bushfires. Andrew will remain very
much involved in the Club including on
the Committee as Clubhouse
Administrator and as Patrol Captain for
the Legends Patrol. Thank you to John
Gallagher (Vice President) for stepping
in to take over this role.
Many thanks again to our generous
sponsors: Mornington Prime Cuts
again provided all the sausages for our
Nippers, families and helpers; Paton
Estate Agents and the Balnarring &
District Community Bank Branch of
the Bendigo Bank again sponsored the
Boxing Day swim; and at Dude’s Bar
we were well looked after by our friends
at Burnley Brewing. I urge all our
members to support these great local
business in thanks for their support of
us.

Thank you to all members who have
decided to bank with the Balnarring &
District Community Bank Branch of
the Bendigo Bank recently. The
leadership team at the bank have told us
that they are aware of new accounts
being set up by our members and they
are keen to extend the great relationship
they have with our club. The bank
provides 80% of its profit back to the
local community and all of the bank
Directors are volunteers. We love the
spirit of volunteering at Point Leo SLSC
and we look forward to continuing to
grow our relationship with the bank.
Please let Greg Hood (Bank Manager)
know that you’re from our club when
you visit the bank and thank him and the
staff for their continuing support.
Simon Merrigan, President

A Message from the Club
Captain
On Sunday the 2nd of February I had the
distinct pleasure of joining several Point
Leo SLSC members, in representing the
club at the 2020 MidSumma Pride
March in St Kilda. For context, the
MidSumma Pride March is a walking
expression of all things LGBTQIA+.
The march represents some of the best
and most beautiful people of the
Victorian community, striving to
improve conditions for those who have
previously (and sadly to this day remain)
marginalised.

emergency services we know and love,
striving toward the collective goal of
promoting LGBTQIA+ initiatives across
the entire emergency services spectrum.
As such, we were honoured to march in
front of organisations such as Vic SES,
Ambulance Victoria, MFB, Vic CFA*,
Vic Police, St John’s and many more.
Following a blustering heat wave
followed by a downpour on Saturday,
Sunday was the perfect day to be out and
about representing the club. Lifesavers
gathered prior to the march to socialise
and catch up. It was great to see many
familiar faces from West Coast surf
clubs, LSV and of course, St Kilda
SLSC, who had gone to the
extraordinary effort of painting their
beloved surf row boat with a fantastic
rainbow display. It was such an inspiring
site, it was driven right behind us down
Fitzroy street, and was one of the
highlights of the many floats and
vehicles on display during the march.
Point Leo members made up a
significant number of the lifesaving
representatives, and were certainly the
most represented club at the march.
What an incredible statement this was
indeed – to all the onlookers and
supporters, to all the amazing emergency
state services, to all the media outlets
and wider Victorian community, Point
Leo SLSC held its head high and
displayed its ongoing support and
respect for LGBTQIA+ members of our
club and the wider community.

LSV has had a presence at the march for
3 years now, as part of the Emergency
Management Pride Network (EMPN).
The EMPN is an up and coming
movement that encompasses the many

During the march down Fitzroy Street

Pt Leo members Hamish, Ella, Ella, Romy,
Charli and Adam before they began to
march.
www.pointleoslsc.com.au

I want to thank all those members who
attended on the day, it was very moving
to see such enthusiasm, especially from
such influential members of the club. I
thank Emma Atkins from LSV for
organising a very logistically tricky day
(and for the coffee). Thanks to the
organisers of the Emergency
Management Pride Network who were
out in full rainbow uniform. Of course a
big well done and thanks to the

All marchers under LSV's Pride banner

organisers of the MidSumma March and
the wider MidSumma Pride Festival. I
acknowledge those members who were
keen to attend but due to family, work
and competition commitments they were
unable to – you were sorely missed.
Watch this space at Point Leo SLSC,
and I implore any and all members
passionate about such issues to approach
members of the executive including
myself to get involved. It is bloody
rewarding.
Adam Lipszyc, Club Captain

A bravery award
nomination…
One of our Life Members, Ian Knight, is
a Director of the Royal Humane Society
of Australasia. This body considers and
provides various awards for bravery for
all persons across Australia (Note:
Another Leo Life Member Eddie Kidd
also sits on this board – Eddie & Ian
both represent the ‘surf/water’
element of various rescue attempts
across Australia & Ian also assists the
‘Police’ portfolio, given his previous 20
years of service to that organisation).
A bravery award nomination was made
to the board along the following lines in
2019 involving a former Point Leo
member and we thought it worthy to
highlight the skills that are taught at
places such as Point Leo are applied
more broadly across the community than
just the Leo beach itself.
The citation reads as follows:
“Jed Lovell, sales assistant, aged 48
years of Tootgarook, Vic, in going to the
rescue of a man from drowning at
Gunnamatta Surf Beach on
24th December 2018.
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we have all returned to shape the youth
of tomorrow on our second Bronze, but
our first in which we were instructors.
This journey to trainee trainers began at
the end of last season when we all made
a pact to complete our Training Officers
Certificate (TOC) throughout the year.
This meant a weekend long course at
Port Melbourne, which was really just
an excuse for a sleepover. The course
was followed by lesson planning for the
2019 Bronze and finally teaching our
chosen segments to the fresh bronzies of
2019.
Jed Lovell (2nd from left), Ian Knight (Leo Life member & RHSA Board member), Pam
McDonald (Mum of Leo legend Clayton McDonald), with two of Jed’s family members.

At 5.00pm a man was swimming in the
surf on his boogie board when he got
pulled out to sea by a rip. He was
dragged 300m from shore and for 10
minutes called out for help as he was
buffeted by an undertow and 2m waves.
Mr Lovell, a former Point Leo lifesaver
was alerted to the situation and swam
out to help and told the man to let go of
his boogie board which was breaking
apart.
Mr Lovell then started to sidestroke with
the man to the shore but the relentless
waves made it very difficult. Mr Lovell
finally managed to push the man
through the water to a sandbank about
100m from shore.

Leo was well & truly represented at
Government House on this day and on
this overall rescue occasion!
Ian Knight

Bronze Camp from the
Trainers’ Perspective
When we were 15, we all spent a week
together in the Point Leo Clubhouse
covered in sand, sweat and seaweed,
drinking more cordial than water,
waking up to first light and disco lights,
and spending hours upon hours bent
over mannequins singing to Queen’s
iconic hit single, Another One Bites the
Dust. Our experiences of Bronze Camp
built character and forged friendships,
and so now, approximately 4 years later,

Entering the 2019 Bronze camp, having
just done our course and finalising our
lesson plans, we felt prepared and ready
for whatever these bronzies were going
to throw at us. But then…the fridge
broke. All the milk was the off and the
cheese was sweaty. The entire contents
of our fridge was either relocated or
thrown out, and suddenly with 2 hours
until the beginning of Bronze camp, we
had no food to feed thirty-six 15-yearolds. Luckily, we had an order book to
take to Balnarring IGA to replace the
food. As it turns out buying 7kg of
bacon, 60 rolls and up to 10 tubs of sour
cream is no cheap task.
But, from there it was all uphill, and by
that we mean, the children running up
the sand dunes. Each morning we rose to
frantic 15-years-old trying to find their
runners and clean socks so we could run

They were then helped to shore by
others.
BRONZE MEDAL – 12287”
Ref: The Royal Humane Society of
Australasia Awards for Bravery: Annual
Report 2019 p35.
It was wonderful to see a Point Leo and
Surf Lifesaving trained member of the
community putting such skills to use, in
particular, in saving a drowning person
in the treacherous conditions a beach
like Gunnamatta can provide.
Jed was awarded the Bronze medal for
his efforts at Government House in
Melbourne in December just past and in
a small quirk of fate when Ian spoke to
Jed he ran into none other than Pam
McDonald who is a family friend of Jed!
www.pointleoslsc.com.au

A wonderful and very successful Bronze camp was had!
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along the beach at sunrise before
beginning a day of teaching.
We all throughly enjoyed passing on our
own surf lifesaving knowledge to the
next generation of bronzies. Under
Britt’s watchful eye, we refined our
skills as lifesavers and instructors, until,
at the end of the week, we were able to
pass 36 new patrol members with their
Bronze Medallion awards. This
nostalgic experience allowed us to give
back to club and we hope the bronzies
this year had just as good a time on their
camp as we did on our own.
Collectively we would just like to thank
our own Bronze trainers who inspired us
to obtain our TOC and the Club for
allowing us to put on such a great
Bronze Week for the kids!
Hooroo!
Bridget, Hamish, Ella and Zali

Portsea Shark Attack –
March 4 1956!
There have been two fatal shark attacks
at beaches around Melbourne. The first
was at the Brighton pier in 1930, the
second and last recorded attack was at
Portsea surf beach at around 4.45pm on
Sunday 4 March 1956. At the time Point
Leo SLSC was only in its maiden year
as a fully-fledged surf lifesaving club yet
it became involved in what occurred that
tragic day on Portsea beach.
During that day Sorrento-Portsea SLSC
held its annual club championships and
a couple of Point Leo members, the

Tony and Rob Woodhouse in 1989 with a
press article about the attack
Geoff James (cap no.2) and Eddie Kidd (shield)
after winning ’67 Vic R&R title.

promising junior swimmers John
Forsyth and Geoff Ewert, had been
invited to attend and compete.
Alan Forster and Dick Ellis, who were
co-founders of Point Leo, had been
members at Sorrento-Portsea and there
was a good relationship between the
clubs.
At the end of the championships, and
after the beach had been cleared of
competition gear, several surf club
members decided to go “out the back”
for a wave. Amongst them were John
Forsyth and Geoff Ewert. After being
out there for a while John and Geoff
decided to return to the beach and they
caught waves almost to shore. The
remaining Portsea guys were in a line
about 300 metres offshore waiting for a
breaker to roll in when a large shark,
believed to be a whaler shark, swam
through them and took John Wishart
under with fatal results.
John Eric Wishart was a Sorrento local,
a plumber by trade, and a popular and
dedicated surf lifesaving club member.
He had been involved in the beach
cleanup and had left his wife on the
beach to join his mates in the water.
Unfortunately, she then had to witness
the events as they occurred.
Amongst the remaining swimmers were
Jack Hopper, the Sorrento-Portsea club
captain and Tony Woodhouse, a
dentistry student who later became the
father of Rob, David and Suzie, all of
them wonderful members of Point Leo
SLSC. Suzie was a member of the first
female Bronze squad at Point Leo in
1980 and went on to compete in the
Commonwealth Games, Rob –
champion swimmer, winning Bronze at
Los Angeles in 1984 - and Dave
(Pecker), a great club contributor who
was Editor of The Mine for a number of
years.

www.pointleoslsc.com.au

The surviving swimmers have vivid
recollections of the event. Rob
Woodhouse recently sent copies of
press articles collected by his father
Tony, who told him that the attack
was always in the back of his mind
during later swims at Portsea. Geoff
Ewert still remembers the guys who
were swimming with him that day
and recalls that Jack Hopper had
graze marks on his abdomen caused
by the shark swimming past him to
attack John Wishart. There was
nothing they could do for Wishart, he
just disappeared, and they very quickly
returned to shore.
Geoff Ewert had reached the beach and
John Forsyth was on his way in when
they realized that something had
happened, looked out to sea and could
see a patch of blood in the water. Very
poignantly, Geoff recalls that he and
John had dined, along with Alan Forster,
at the house of Gloria and John Wishart
the night before.
Recently, Claus Newhouse, who had
been at Portsea as part of the Leo
contingent recalled: “It was a terrible
day. The five swimming out the back
after the carnival all had flippers on. The
waves were big and we could not get out
the back, to crack a wave, because we
had no flippers – LUCKILY.”
Newspapers of the day reported that a 10
foot Blue Pointer was caught not far
from the Sorrento pier the next day with
locals convinced that it was the shark
that took Wishart, but this was never
confirmed.
John Wishart was a highly regarded
member of Sorrento-Portsea SLSC. A
skilled competitor who represented his
club and Victoria at two Australian
titles, a club vice-captain and club patrol
captain, he was considered an
outstanding all-round lifesaver. To
perpetuate his memory, Life Saving
Victoria inaugurated the John Wishart
Memorial Medal in late 1956. “The
Wishart” as it is now known is awarded
annually to a Victorian lifesaver who has
excelled.
It is ironic, given his involvement in the
initial incident, that John Forsyth was
awarded the Wishart in 1961, followed
by Eddie Kidd in 1962 and then Geoff
James in 1965. John was Club Captain
from 1958 to 1961, won Bronze at the
The Mine /
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1956 Aussies at Torquay, a member of
four State Teams and won many
individual and team medals at State
Titles. Eddie followed John as Club
Captain and was in that role until 1967.
As an R&R coach he won five medals at
the Aussies between 1963 and 1969,
coached the State Team on seven
occasions and won many medals in the
State Titles as a competitor and a coach.

In December 1967, Harold Holt, Prime
Minister of Australia and Patron of
Portsea SLSC, disappeared while
swimming at Cheviot Beach, which is
not far from the Portsea surf beach.
Like John Wishart, Holt’s body has
never been found. The waters off
Portsea keep their secrets.
John Horwood

Muso Night 2020
Wow, what a night! For the first time in
years the stars aligned and we had
beautiful sunny weather, which set the
scene for the best muso night ever
(although we say this every year..) The
evening started with the prestigious
Gary Tierney Fellowship presentation,
thanks to the Tierney family and
congratulations to the well-deserved
recipient Rhys Cole!

John Forsyth is carried in an early 1960s
R&R event by John Horwood and Dick
Batchelor.

The music was kicked off with some
soothing acoustic Cold Chisel numbers
from the renowned Morton father son
duo, followed on by an amazing
performance by Elina Kyriacou and her
dad who awed the crowd. All Starlets
members Lily McMeekin and Ellie
Doherty joined Sienna McMeeken
showcasing their stunning voices,
concluding the upstairs acoustic sets.

Geoff James, besides being an
outstanding individual and team
competitor, winning National and State
medals in the years between 1960 and
1970 and being a member of the State
team on six occasions, played a big part
in club administration as Club Secretary
and Club Treasurer. Maintaining this
tradition, in 1994 Brad Newton of Point
Leo was awarded the Wishart for his
overall contribution to lifesaving
activities at State and Club level.
It is the opinion of the writer that John
Forsyth, Eddie Kidd and Geoff James,
along with the Club co-founders, played
a major role in establishing the culture,
setting the standards and mentoring the
young members of Point Leo SLSC and
ensuring that the Club is highly regarded
by all in the SLSA movement. Today,
Eddie Kidd and Geoff James are
Honorary Life Members of Point Leo, as
is Geoff Ewert. Sadly, John Forsyth
passed away in the latter part of 2019.
www.pointleoslsc.com.au

some new songs never before heard at
muso. Up next were the Leo All Starlets
for the second year in a row who had the
crowd singing along to Blondie, Cindy
Lauper and ABBA with the return of
Tamara Brawn for “I Love Rock and
Roll”, and they killed it. Highlight of the
night was when Lady Gaga and Bradley
Cooper came on stage to perform a live
version of “Shallows” who had the
crowd in tears of irreverent joy.
Rounding out the night was the Nick
Ford Inexperience, playing all the
classics from Cold Chisel to the Doors,
the Rolling Stones to Dire Straits. True
to tradition, the last song had everyone
in an embrace.

Epic performances were had all night!

Many thanks to the donors of auction,
food and drink items as well as a huge
thanks to all the people who made the
night possible. Thanks to Jon Ford,
Andrew Gibson, Rhys Cole, Jason
Romari, Kim Williams, Stacey Lethlean,
Charlotte Whittal, Bella Ford, the
Tierney Family and all that helped out
on the night with the bar, door, setup
and pack-up. We had record numbers on
the door resulting in a massive amount
of funds raised for the Board and Ski
section.
Thanks legends for another great year!
Nick Ford

Training at Point Leo
Haydn Tierney, Mark Tierney, Louise
Tierney and Rhys Cole (and littlies!)

We then moved downstairs and ran the
hugely successful auction, ran by
resident auctioneer Blane Paton - thanks
Blane! After the auction it was time to
get serious and play some rock n roll!
New band, “Flanders” from
Mentone/Half Moon Bay got up on
stage and blew everyone away with

This season the club conducted two
Bronze Medallion courses, two Surf
Recue Certificate (SRC) courses, a First
Aid course and an Inflatable Rescue
Boat (IRB) Crew and Driver course.
This equals to 132 new awards achieved
throughout the season. Well done to all
new award holders, a fantastic
achievement.
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This season we also had five new trainee
trainers assisting in our Bronze and SRC
courses. A fantastic effort by all new
trainers.
Thank you to all trainers and assessors
who assisted with all the courses across
the season.
Stay tuned for more information in the
Annual Report
Britt Morgenthaler, Chief Instructor

Pink Patrol
This season was Point Leo’s first Pink
Patrol held on the 25th of January. The
Pink Patrol aims to acknowledge all
females that have contributed to
lifesaving, as well as to inspire and
empower all future generations of
females. On the day we had three
inspiring women, Hannah Scott, Sarah
Collet and Simone Munro, talk about
their inspirational sporting journeys and
their successes as sportswomen, as well
as female leaders.

On patrol!

After the inspirational speeches we
moved to the beach to patrol with Ella
Swaney and Bodhi Woods leading the
enthusiastic patrolling team.
On the patrol we were also ‘lucky’
enough to be audited. Well done to Ella
Swaney for her wonderful leadership
throughout the inspection, achieving a
great inspection result. A terrific effort
for all those involved on the patrol.

Guest speakers Sarah Collet, Hannah Scott and Simone Munro

Thank you to all those who came down
to participated in the day. Thanks also to
Sarah-Jo Mason for coming up with the
idea of Point Leo running a Pink Patrol
and to Bridgit Barnes for taking on the
planning and organisation of the day.
We look forward to continuing the Pink
Patrol each season.
The Pink Patrol was funded by a Change
Our Game Community Activation grant
received by Point Leo SLSC. Point Leo
SLSC acknowledges the support of
Change Our Game, an initiative of the
Victorian Government.

All of those in attendance for our Pink Patrol

www.pointleoslsc.com.au
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As always, many thanks to our wonderful sponsors:
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